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Fish Morphology: Fish Shapes

BODY SHAPE

Crosssection

Shape Locomotion

Fast-swimming in

Fusiform open water.

Quick speed for

Compressiform short distances.

Swims like a

Depressiform flying bird.

Pipefish

Slithers through the

Filiform water like a snake.

CAUDAL FIN SHAFPE

Funcuon

Rounded

Large amount of surface area allows for
effective acceleration and maneuvering,
but creates drag causing fish to tire easily.

Truncate

Effective acceleration and maneuvering.
Mot as much drag as a rounded shape.

Emarginate

Effective acceleration and maneuvering.
Not as much drag as a rounded shape
or truncate shape.

Forked

Good acceleration and maneuvering.
Less surface area means less drag.

Lunate

Rigid fin with less surface area means
less drag and great acceleration,
but decreased maneuvering.
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